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ruption, it was obviously essential, not only in the public interests
but in the personal interests of those referred to in the current
rumours, that an authoritative body should at once be set up to
inquire into the true facts 5 and on October 11 Mr. Herbert
Samuel moved "that a Select Committee be appointed to investi-
gate the circumstances connected with the negotiation and
completion of the agreement between Marconi's Wireless Tele-
graph Company, Limited, Commendatore Guglielmo Marconi
and the Postmaster-General, with regard to the establishment of
a chain of Imperial wireless stations, and to report thereupon,
and whether the agreement is desirable and should be approved ;
that the Committee have power to send for persons, papers, and
records."

In the debate which ensued, Sir Henry Norman, then Liberal
Member for Blackburn, who had throughout been an active
critic of the contract on grounds of public policy, at once dis-
sociated himself from any charge of corruption against Ministers,
which he characterized as not only without a shadow of founda-
tion but preposterous. Major Archer-Shee, who had also taken a
leading part on the Conservative side in assailing the proposed
agreement, equally disclaimed any belief in the rumours cir-
culating in the City, but "these rumours and gossip do exist,
and have existed to an extent which, I believe, is unparalleled
in our history ... no one here will believe that there is any
vestige of truth in them, but the Committee will have an oppor-
tunity of investigating the matter in the interests of ministers,"
He then went on to censure the action of the Attorney-General
in sending the telegram on March 16 to be read at "a dinner
given for the purpose of booming the Marconi Company," which
he characterized as "a great mistake and a most injudicious
proceeding."

Mr. George Lansbury thought that the Government would
have wanted an investigation months ago when rumours first
started. Immediately Mr. Lloyd George leaped to his feet and
hotly demanded to know what these rumours were. "The reason
why the Government wanted a frank discussion before going to
Committee," he explained, "was because we wanted to bring
here these rumours, these sinister rumours, that had been passed
from one foul lip to another behind the backs of the House."
But Mr. Lansbury was unabashed and insisted that stronger steps
should be taken to prevent such incidents, and that "nobody
ought to be in a position to make an agreement on behalf of the
Government ... in which, directly or indirectly, he may be
interested." This suggestion seemed to be so directly pointed at